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It’s Going to Be Okay #7 of 7: “It’s Okay to Share.” 
John 3:1-21 (NRSV) 

Note: I preach from note cards. Meaning, some parts of my sermons are complete below while other 
parts are simple prompts with room for improvisation and memorized pieces. What follows are the 
note cards I’m preaching from today, which may 100% reflect the sermon or, more likely, have some 
differences. Thank you for reading, and I hope you have a good worship experience! –nm 
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Series: It’s Going to Be Okay – The Sermon Series 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-6, 43-47 (NRSV) 
Side Dish People 
• French Fry People / Onion Ring People / Salad People 
• Onion Ring Story    (Finding Nemo) 
• Reflect on my process theologically – Mine / Ours / Yours 
• Nugget: It’s okay to share the love of Christ because it’s not just 

mine, and it’s not just ours – it’s something we want someone else to 
have, too. 

How the Early Church Acts à Scripture Context! 
• Differences – Mine (different cultures, lands, languages) 
• Shared Experience – Ours (Holy Spirit unites them) 
• What shall we do with this? (baptized, repent, share) 
• Fruits of this process – I want you to have this! 
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• What I hear – that sounds really Communist. 
• What I want to hear – that sounds really Christian. 
It’s Okay to Share  
• Sermon Series – It’s Going to Be Okay / It’s Okay to Share / Sharing is VERY 

Christian! 
• Nugget: It’s okay to share the love of Christ because it’s not just 

mine, and it’s not just ours – it’s something we want someone else to 
have, too. 

• Counter #1 – If you have it, it diminishes mine (bands)! 
• Counter #2 – I’m already sharing! Yes, and are we ever done? Pretty sure we’re 

on the journey to perfection. 
• Story: colleague and sharing responsibilities. (Trust/Critics) 
• Compass 180 – scholarship recipients shared stories of hope, desire to share 

and help the next person. 
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• Thursday Bible Study – Pastor Adam Hamilton, Gift Baskets for the 

Unemployed (“…a small reminder of God’s gift of love in the world.”). Not it’s 
nice / you need it, but theo. lang. 

“What’s in it for me?” 
• Natural question – we can admit, we’ve all asked it. 
• Individualized Modern Age – coffee drink names are the ingredients! Not “Me 

Generation” but “Me Culture” issue. 
• Economics, motivations. Jesus answers it! Follow me… 
• And I will make you fishers of people. (Mt 4:19) 
• And you will have treasure in heaven. (Mt 19:16-22) 
• And find your life. (Mt 10:38-39, Lk 16:24-25) 
• And you will have eternal life. (Jn 10:22-28) 
• And you will find yourself worthy to feed my lambs and tend my sheep. (Jn 

21:15-19) 
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• Callback: Onion Rings – “I got to feel God is helping me become less selfish in 

even the little ways.” 
• Callback: Colleague – “I got to feel good because I get to help even more people 

have a turn and watch them surprise themselves with how well they can do.” 
• Callback: Gift Baskets – “I got to feel good because I get to be part of God’s work 

in her life.” 
• Callback: Compass 180 – I get to feel good by giving back what God has invested 

in me, give God a good ROI. 
• Nugget: It’s okay to share the love of Christ because it’s not just 

mine, and it’s not just ours – it’s something we want someone else to 
have, too. 
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Policy of Sharing 
• Messages / platform out there tell us not to share.  
• Kids: we teach you to share a lot but sometimes we adults forget to do it 

ourselves. “Thank goodness I don’t need to do that anymore!” And messages out 
there tell us exactly that.  

• Shut down the conversation. Dismiss the weak, marginalized, and 
disenfranchised. Build walls between people. Lock out the different. Hold on to 
what’s yours and make sure you get yours and you get it first because you 
deserve it, in fact you deserve it more than they do.  



• A platform and policy of it’s okay to say “Mine,” not just sometimes but all the 
time does not sound Christian to me!  

• Ever go into a store with an expired coupon and see how far it gets you? 
Sometimes: “Sorry, that’s not our policy.”  
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• If someone asks you to share the love of Christ, to see them as equally deserving, 

just as worthy of love and respect and rights as you are, to ask please don’t shut 
me out, to say through our differences we might find what is in common, to say 
can we speak with each other and about each other with dignity, to say can we 
find a way that does no harm, does good, and keeps us loving God, if someone 
asks you to share the love of Christ, do you say, “Sorry, that’s not our policy. 
That’s not our platform”?!  

• What is God’s platform?! Question to ask wherever we get to raise our voice, our 
vote, or our hearts, from votes in this church to our General Conference, from 
reflecting on the second chance God has given you from a second chance out of 
prison to what you do with a few onion rings on your plate. 
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•  If it fills us with awe and wonder and bewilderment that God might actually 

want us to share, maybe that says something about just how strong those other 
messages competing for our hearts really are and how we might chose to 
respond. 

• May you be filled with awe and wonder at the love God has put in your life, and 
may you take that love and go from “Mine” to “Ours” to “I want you to have 
this.” 

Sermon Series Wrap-Up 
• This wraps up our sermon series, “It’s Going to Be Okay.”  
• Pastor Judy and I crafted it in direct response to the many messages out there 

that appear antithetical to the Gospel. 
• We’ve loved hearing from you about it, thank you! 
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• I hope you had a good experience. 
• I hope you found something worth sharing in the ways we’ve worshiped God 

these past 7 weeks. I hope you found something new in your faith journey: 
• It’s okay to ask questions. It’s okay to need help. It’s okay to care. It’s okay to 

admit you’re wrong. It’s okay to show mercy. It’s okay to dream big. It’s okay to 
share. 

• It’s going to be okay. Friends, may you share this message with all who are in 
need of the love of Christ, Amen. 


